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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR NETWORK
SELECTION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/751,642 filed on Jan. 11, 2013 by
Weisheng Jin and Zhixian Xiang and entitled “System and
Method for Network Selection,” which is hereby incorpo-
rated herein by reference as if reproduced in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the field of wireless
communications, and, in particular embodiments, to a sys-
tem and method for network selection.

BACKGROUND

WiFi is becoming an important component of cellular
operators to help them meet the market demand and increase
their competition edge. Cellular operators are motivated to
integrate WiFi access into their existing cellular networks,
and many current mobile devices have dual mode (WiFi and
cellular) capability. The 3rd Generation Partnership Project
(3GPP) defines several mechanisms for mobile devices to
decide and select the wireless local area network (WLAN),
such as via policies that may be statically pre-configured by
the operator on the UE, or dynamically set by the operator
via an Access Network Discovery and Selection Function
(ANDSF) within the network. The 3GPP includes WiFi
network selection using ANDSF. The WLAN selection
includes public land mobile network (PLMN) selection
which is selecting the service provider of the WLAN, and
WiFi network selection which is selecting the actual WiFi
network within one service operator. The 3GPP also
includes internetworking WLAN (I-WLAN) network selec-
tion mechanism and parameters for network selection. There
is a need for a network selection procedure that efficiently
integrates network selection and service provider selection
policies.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with an embodiment, a method imple-
mented by a user equipment (UE) for network selection
includes obtaining a network selection policy from a net-
work, and generating a list of candidate wireless networks
according to the network selection policy. A wireless net-
work is then selected to connect to from the list according to
a service provider selection policy.

In accordance with another embodiment, a method imple-
mented by a user device for network selection includes,
upon determining that a network selection policy is avail-
able, obtaining the network selection policy, and generating
a list of candidate wireless networks according to the
network selection policy. A provider selection policy is then
obtained, upon determining that a service provider selection
policy is available. The method further includes generating
a list of candidate service providers according to the service
provider selection policy. A wireless network is then selected
to connect to according to the list of candidate wireless
networks and the list of candidate service providers.

In accordance with yet another embodiment, a UE
enabled for network selection comprises at least one pro-
cessor and a non-transitory computer readable storage
medium storing programming for execution by the at least
one processor. The programming includes instructions to,
upon determining that a network selection policy is avail-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

able, obtain the network selection policy. A list of candidate
wireless networks is then generated according to the net-
work selection policy. The programming includes further
instructions to, upon determining that a service provider
selection policy is available, obtain the provider selection
policy, and generate a list of candidate service providers
according to the service provider selection policy. The
Programming further configures the UE to select a wireless
network to connect to according to the list of candidate
wireless networks and the list of candidate service providers.

The foregoing has outlined rather broadly the features of
an embodiment of the present invention in order that the
detailed description of the invention that follows may be
better understood. Additional features and advantages of
embodiments of the invention will be described hereinafter,
which form the subject of the claims of the invention. It
should be appreciated by those skilled in the art that the
conception and specific embodiments disclosed may be
readily utilized as a basis for modifying or designing other
structures or processes for carrying out the same purposes of
the present invention. It should also be realized by those
skilled in the art that such equivalent constructions do not
depart from the spirit and scope of the invention as set forth
in the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present inven-
tion, and the advantages thereof, reference is now made to
the following descriptions taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawing, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a system for network selection policy via
ANDSF;

FIG. 2 illustrates an embodiment of a method for network
selection;

FIG. 3 illustrates another embodiment of a method for
network selection;

FIGS. 4a and 4b illustrate another embodiment of a
method for network selection; and

FIG. 5 is a diagram of a processing system that can be
used to implement various embodiments.

Corresponding numerals and symbols in the different
figures generally refer to corresponding parts unless other-
wise indicated. The figures are drawn to clearly illustrate the
relevant aspects of the embodiments and are not necessarily
drawn to scale.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

The making and using of the presently preferred embodi-
ments are discussed in detail below. It should be appreciated,
however, that the present invention provides many appli-
cable inventive concepts that can be embodied in a wide
variety of specific contexts. The specific embodiments dis-
cussed are merely illustrative of specific ways to make and
use the invention, and do not limit the scope of the invention.

Embodiments are provided herein for supporting network
selection for wireless networks and network service provid-
ers/operators. The embodiments include procedures that
integrate wireless network (e.g., WLAN) and service pro-
vider/operator selection policies and methods. The proce-
dures can improve ANDSF based WLAN selection with
service provider selection capability. The procedures also
collaborate ANDSF based policy and existing [-WLAN
selection, and resolve conflicts between 3GPP WLAN selec-
tion and ANDSF policy for WLAN selection. In an embodi-
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ment, the ANDSF is used first by a user equipment (UE) to
obtain a candidate WLAN list. The UE can then perform
PLMN selection, or other suitable service provider selection,
from the obtained candidate WLLANs. This procedure can
co-exist with I-WLAN if I-WLAN policy is also provided.
A signaling loss timer, Z, is also introduced. The Z timer
defines a time window for the UE to use the ANDSE, e.g.,
instead of going through full network selection, including
the I-WLAN selection if it is supported. Within this time
interval, the UE can obtain the network selection param-
eters, such as WLAN specific identifiers (WSIDs), accord-
ing to the ANDSF.

FIG. 1 illustrates a system 100 for network selection
policy via an ANDSF. A UE 110 interacts with an ANDSF
server 120 through S14 interface which is Internet Protocol
(IP) level signaling to get network selection policy from a
network. The UE 110 is any communications device with
wireless communications capability, e.g., a smartphone, a
computer tablet or laptop, or any other mobile or wireless
connection device. The UE may be a dual mode device that
supports operating both 3GPP and WiF1i technologies, either
simultaneously or one technology at a time. The UE 110 can
access the ANDSF server 120 via an IP network 130, e.g.,
via 3GPP IP access or via trusted/untrusted non-3GPP IP
access. Through the IP network 130, the UE 110 interacts
with the ANDSF server 120 using the S14 interface. The
ANDSF server 120 may populate the policy to the UE 110
in one of two ways. Using a push mode, the ANDSF server
120 pushes the policy information to the UE 110. Alterna-
tively, using a pull mode, the UE requests the policy
information from the ANDSF server 120.

The policy information provided by the ANDSF server
120 to the UE 110 helps the UE 110 perform WiFi network
or WLAN selection. This information includes inter-system
routing policy, such as validity conditions indicating when
the provided policy is valid. The information can also
include one or more filter rules, each identifying a prioritised
list of access technologies/access networks to be used by the
UE 110 when available for routing traffic that matches
specific IP filters on a designated Access Point Name (APN)
or on any APN. A filter rule can also identify which radio
access technologies are restricted for traffic that matches
specific IP filters on a specific APN or on any APN. For
example, a WLAN is not allowed for Real-time Transport
Protocol (RTP)/RTP Control Protocol (RTCP) traffic flows
on APN-x. The ANDSF also provides the UE 110 with
access network discovery information and inter-system
mobility policy.

In an embodiment, the ANDSF server 120 also provides
the UE 110 with policy to perform service provider/operator
selection. In another embodiment, the UE 110 performs
service provider/operator selection using I-WLAN policy,
e.g., as described in 3GPP TS 24.234 and 23.234, which may
be preconfigured on the UE 110. The I-WLAN policy
includes network selection mechanism and parameters used
for network selection. The mechanism specifies how the UE
110 selects a WLAN specific identifier (WSID) and a public
land mobile network (PLMN), to associate and access a
service, from the WSID list and PLMN ID list stored in a
subscriber identity module (SIM)/universal SIM (USIM)
card, management entity (ME), user controller, or operator
controller. The I-WL AN parameters include the WSID list
and PLMN ID list stored in SIM/USIM card, ME, user
controller, or operator controller and priority for IDs in both
lists and between the lists used for selection. The network
may send the WSID list and PLMN ID list to the UE to
update the parameters previously stored in the UE.
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FIG. 2 illustrates an embodiment of a method 200 for
network selection. The method 200 may be used by the UE
110 in the system 100 or by any UE to select a wireless
network and a service provider. At step 210, the UE starts the
wireless network (e.g., WLAN or WiFi) network selection.
At step 220, the UE performs a wireless network selection
by following a network (or network operator) provided
policy, such as ANDSF policy, to create the suitable candi-
date wireless networks list. At step 230, the UE performs
service provider selection using a candidate provider list,
such as via PLMN selection, to select a final best or better
wireless network according to both the wireless network list
and the service provider list. As described above, the UE
may obtain both the network and service provider selection
policies using the ANDSF. Alternatively, the network selec-
tion policy is obtained via the ANDSF, and the service
provider selection policy is determined separately via
PLMN selection, I-WLAN policy, or other means. The
service provider selection policy may be preconfigured on
the UE, while the ANDSF may be obtained when the UE
decides to connect to a wireless network. The method 200
may also be implemented using any other suitable wireless
network selection function provided by a network, instead of
the ANDSF.

FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment of another method 300
for network selection by a UE. At step 310, the UE starts the
wireless network (e.g., WLAN or WiFi) network selection.
At step 320, the UE checks if ANDSF policy is available.
For example, the UE checks whether it can connect to an
ANDSF server, e.g., before selecting and connecting to a
wireless network. If the policy is not available, then the
method 300 proceeds to step 325, where the UE uses an
I-WLAN network selection (NS) mechanism and param-
eters (e.g., WSID list and PLMN ID list) to connect to a
network, for example according to TS 24.234. Alternatively,
if the ANDSF policy is available, then the method proceeds
to step 330, where the UE obtains the ANDSF policy or
looks for a stored policy (in the UE). The ANDSF policy
includes Access Network Discovery Information (ANDI).
At step 340, the UE runs the ANDSF policy and obtains the
network information (with priority information) from the
policy. Accordingly, the UE forms a candidate list. At step
350, the UE checks if an I-WL AN management object (MO)
is available, e.g., stored or preconfigured on the UE. If the
I-WLAN information is available, then the method 300
proceeds to step 360. If the [-WLAN information is not
available, the method 300 proceeds to step 355, where the
UE attempts to connect to wireless networks in the candidate
list (according to the I-WLAN information) one by one in
the order of the list. The method proceeds after step 355 to
step 360. At step 360, the UE uses the candidate WSID list,
according to the ANDSF, or adds this list in front of
I-WLAN NS WSID list (if available) and performs service
provider selection, e.g., PLMN selection, to find a final and
best suitable wireless network. The method 300 may also be
implemented using any other suitable wireless network
selection function provided by a network, instead of the
ANDSF, and any other suitable service provider selection,
instead of I-WLAN policy.

FIGS. 4a and 4b illustrate another embodiment of a
method 400 for network selection by a UE. The method 400
includes steps for applying a signaling loss timer, Z, to use
the ANDSF, e.g., instead of going through full network
selection which may include the I-WLAN selection if it is
supported. At step 410, the UE loses signal of last connec-
tion. This triggers the method steps in FIG. 4a. Upon losing
the connection, the UE starts the timer Z at step 420. As step
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430, the UE checks whether the UE connects to a wireless
network (e.g., a WLAN), after the loss of the last connection.
If the UE did not connect yet to a wireless network, the step
430 is repeated, as long as the timer Z is running Within the
time interval Z, the UE can obtain the network selection
parameters, such as WLAN specific identifiers (WSIDs)
using the ANDSF. If the UE establishes a connection to a
wireless network, then the timer Z is stopped and cleared at
step 440. Alternatively, at step 450, the timer Z expires (is
not stopped or cleared at step 440). At step 460, upon the Z
timer expiring, the UE uses the -WLAN NS mechanism and
parameters (e.g., WSID list and PLMN ID list) to conduct a
more comprehensive wireless (e.g., WLAN) network selec-
tion including PLMN. For example, the UE performs
I-WLAN NS as described in TS 24.234. In other implemen-
tations, the UE uses any other suitable wireless network
selection and service provider selection mechanisms.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an exemplary processing
system 500 that can be used to implement various embodi-
ments. Specific devices may utilize all of the components
shown, or only a subset of the components and levels of
integration may vary from device to device. For example,
the devices include user terminals or radio nodes. Further-
more, a device may contain multiple instances of a compo-
nent, such as multiple processing units, processors, memo-
ries, transmitters, receivers, etc. The processing system 500
may comprise a processing unit 501 equipped with one or
more input devices, such as a microphone, mouse, touch-
screen, keypad, keyboard, and the like. Also, processing
system 500 may be equipped with one or more output
devices, such as a speaker, a printer, a display, and the like.
The processing unit may include central processing unit
(CPU) 510, memory 520, mass storage device 530, video
adapter 540, and I/O interface 590 connected to a bus 595.

The bus 595 may be one or more of any type of several
bus architectures including a memory bus or memory con-
troller, a peripheral bus, video bus, or the like. The CPU 510
may comprise any type of electronic data processor. The
memory 520 may comprise any type of system memory such
as static random access memory (SRAM), dynamic random
access memory (DRAM), synchronous DRAM (SDRAM),
read-only memory (ROM), a combination thereof, or the
like. In an embodiment, the memory 520 may include ROM
for use at boot-up, and DRAM for program and data storage
for use while executing programs. The mass storage device
530 may comprise any type of storage device configured to
store data, programs, and other information and to make the
data, programs, and other information accessible via the bus
595. The mass storage device 530 may comprise, for
example, one or more of a solid state drive, hard disk drive,
a magnetic disk drive, an optical disk drive, or the like.

The video adaptor 540 and /O interface 590 provide
interfaces to couple external input and output devices to the
processing unit. As illustrated, examples of input and output
devices include the display 560 coupled to the video adapter
540 and the mouse/keyboard/printer 570 coupled to the /O
interface 590. Other devices may be coupled to the process-
ing unit 501, and additional or fewer interface cards may be
utilized. For example, a serial interface card (not shown)
may be used to provide a serial interface for a printer.

The processing unit 501 also includes one or more net-
work interfaces 550, which may comprise wired links, such
as an Ethernet cable or the like, and/or wireless links to
access nodes or different networks. The network interface
550 allows the processing unit 501 to communicate with
remote units via one or more networks 580. For example, the
network interface 550 may provide wireless communication
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via one or more transmitters/transmit antennas and one or
more receivers/receive antennas. In an embodiment, the
processing unit 501 is coupled to a local-area network or a
wide-area network for data processing and communications
with remote devices, such as other processing units, the
Internet, remote storage facilities, or the like.

While several embodiments have been provided in the
present disclosure, it should be understood that the disclosed
systems and methods might be embodied in many other
specific forms without departing from the spirit or scope of
the present disclosure. The present examples are to be
considered as illustrative and not restrictive, and the inten-
tion is not to be limited to the details given herein. For
example, the various elements or components may be com-
bined or integrated in another system or certain features may
be omitted, or not implemented.

In addition, techniques, systems, subsystems, and meth-
ods described and illustrated in the various embodiments as
discrete or separate may be combined or integrated with
other systems, modules, techniques, or methods without
departing from the scope of the present disclosure. Other
items shown or discussed as coupled or directly coupled or
communicating with each other may be indirectly coupled or
communicating through some interface, device, or interme-
diate component whether electrically, mechanically, or oth-
erwise. Other examples of changes, substitutions, and altera-
tions are ascertainable by one skilled in the art and could be
made without departing from the spirit and scope disclosed
herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method implemented by a user equipment (UE) for
network selection, the method comprising:

accessing, by the UE, a list of available networks and a list

of available service providers, the list of available
networks comprising WLAN specific identifiers
(WSIDs) corresponding to each available network, the
list of available service providers comprising public
land mobile network (PLMN) identifiers corresponding
to each available service provider;

obtaining, by the UE, a network selection policy and a

service provider selection policy from an Access Net-
work Discovery and Selection Function (ANDSF) in a
network, the service provider selection policy compris-
ing a list of candidate service providers and priority
information;

forming, by the UE, a candidate wireless network list

from the list of available networks by following the
network selection policy from the ANDSF;

selecting, by the UE, a PLMN from the list of available

service providers by following the service provider
selection policy from the ANDSF; and

connecting, by the UE, to a WSID from the candidate

wireless network list according to the selected PLMN.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the candidate wireless
network list comprises a list of WSIDs or other identifiers
corresponding to the candidate wireless networks.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the list of candidate
service providers comprises PLMN identifiers or other ser-
vice provider identifiers corresponding to the candidate
service providers.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the service provider
selection policy further comprises an internetworking
WLAN policy that is stored in the UE, the internetworking
WLAN policy specifying a network selection mechanism
and parameters, the network selection mechanism including
criteria for selecting the PLMN from the list of available
service providers.
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5. A method implemented by a user device for network
selection, the method comprising:
upon determining that a network selection policy is avail-
able, obtaining, by the user device, the network selec-
tion policy from an Access Network Discovery and
Selection Function (ANDSF) in a network;

generating, by the user device, a list of candidate wireless
networks according to the network selection policy
from the ANDSF;

upon determining that a service provider selection policy

is available, obtaining, by the user device, the service
provider selection policy;

generating, by the user device, a list of candidate service

providers according to the service provider selection
policy;

selecting, by the user device, a first wireless network to

connect to according to jointly the list of candidate
wireless networks and the list of candidate service
providers;

connecting, by the user device, to the first wireless

network from the list of candidate wireless networks;
upon losing connection with the first wireless network,
starting, by the user device, a timer;

attempting, by the user device, to connect to a second

wireless network from the list of candidate wireless
networks before the timer expires; and

performing, by the user device, one of stopping the timer

upon successfully connecting to the second wireless
network before the timer expires, and selecting a third
wireless network according to preconfigured param-
eters on the user device for network selection upon
failing to connect to the second wireless network before
the timer expires.

6. The method of claim 5 further comprising upon deter-
mining that a network selection policy is not available,
performing a wireless network selection according to pre-
configured parameters on the user device for network selec-
tion, wherein the preconfigured parameters on the user
device include a list of wireless local area network specific
identifiers (WSIDs), a list of public land mobile network
(PLMN) identifiers (IDs), and priority information for the
WSIDs and the PLMN IDs.

7. The method of claim 5 further comprising upon deter-
mining that a service provider selection policy is not avail-
able, selecting to connect to a wireless network according to
the list of candidate wireless networks.

8. The method of claim 5, wherein the preconfigured
parameters include a list of wireless local area network
specific identifiers (WSIDs) and a list of public land mobile
network (PLMN) identifiers (IDs).

9. The method of claim 5, wherein obtaining the network
selection policy comprises receiving the network selection
policy from a network.

10. The method of claim 5, wherein the network selection
policy is stored on the user device.

11. The method of claim 5, wherein the service provider
selection policy is obtained using an internetworking
WLAN network selection mechanism and parameters pre-
configured on the user device, and wherein the parameters
include a list of public land mobile network (PLMN) IDs
corresponding to the candidate service providers and priority
information for the PLMN IDs.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the parameters
further include a list of wireless local area network specific
identifiers (WSIDs) and priority information for the WSIDs,
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and wherein the method further comprises adding the list of
candidate wireless networks in front of the list of WSIDs in
order of priority.

13. The method of claim 5, wherein attempting to connect
to the second wireless network from the list of candidate
wireless networks comprises attempting to connect to the
second wireless network according to jointly the list of
candidate wireless networks and the list of candidate service
providers.

14. The method of claim 5, wherein the first wireless
network is selected according to the network selection
policy from the ANDSF and the second wireless network is
selected according an I-WLAN network selection mecha-
nism preconfigured on the user device.

15. A user equipment (UE) enabled for network selection,
the UE comprising:

at least one processor; and

a non-transitory computer readable storage medium stor-

ing programming for execution by the at least one

processor, the programming including instructions to:

upon determining that a network selection policy is
available, obtain the network selection policy from
an Access Network Discovery and Selection Func-
tion (ANDSF) in a network;

generate a list of candidate wireless networks according
to the network selection policy from the ANDSF;

upon determining that a service provider selection
policy is available, obtain the service provider selec-
tion policy;

generate a list of candidate service providers according
to the service provider selection policy;

select a first wireless network to connect to according
to jointly the list of candidate wireless networks and
the list of candidate service providers;

connect to the first wireless network from the list of
candidate wireless networks;

upon losing connection with the first wireless network,
start a timer;

attempt to connect to a second wireless network from
the list of candidate wireless networks before the
timer expires; and

perform one of stopping the timer upon successfully
connecting to the second wireless network before the
timer expires, and selecting a third wireless network
according to preconfigured parameters on the UE for
network selection upon failing to connect to the
second wireless network before the timer expires.

16. The UE of claim 15, wherein the service provider
selection policy includes an internetworking WLAN
(I-WLAN) network selection mechanism and I-WLAN
parameters preconfigured on the UE, wherein the [-WLAN
parameters include a list of public land mobile network
(PLMN) IDs corresponding to the candidate service provid-
ers and a list of wireless local area network specific identi-
fiers (WSIDs), and priority information for the PLMN IDs
and the WSIDs, and wherein the programming includes
further instructions to add the list of candidate wireless
networks in front of the list of WSIDs in order of priority.

17. The UE of claim 15, wherein the programming
includes further instructions to, upon determining that a
network selection policy is not available, perform a wireless
network selection according to preconfigured parameters on
the UE for network selection, wherein the preconfigured
parameters on the UE include a list of wireless local area
network specific identifiers (WSIDs), a list of public land
mobile network (PLMN) identifiers (IDs), and priority infor-
mation for the WSIDs and the PLMN IDs.
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18. The UE of claim 15, wherein the programming
includes further instructions to, upon determining that a
service provider selection policy is not available, select to
connect to a wireless network according to the list of
candidate wireless networks.

19. The UE of claim 15, wherein the preconfigured
parameters include a list of wireless local area network
specific identifiers (WSIDs) and a list of public land mobile
network (PLMN) identifiers (IDs).

20. The UE of claim 15, where the UE supports both
3GPP cellular and WiFi technologies, and wherein the first
wireless network is a wireless local area network (WLAN)
or a WiFi network.
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